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The Opening 
Opening Sentence 

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice. Psalm 141:2 

Confession 
 
The Officiant says to the people 
 
Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in silence, and with 
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 
goodness and mercy. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant   O God, make speed to save us. 
People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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O Gracious Light  Phos hilaron 
 

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Then follows 
 
The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 
 

Psalm 78:1–6 

Attendite, popule 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel, * 
which he commanded them to teach their children; 

6 That the generations to come might know, 
and the children yet unborn; * 
that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 
 
. 
 

At the end of the Psalms is said 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
The Old Testament Reading 
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Deuteronomy 4:1–2,5–9 

Moses said: So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, is giving you. You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away 
anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging 
you. 

See, just as the Lord my God has charged me, I now teach you statutes and ordinances for you to 
observe in the land that you are about to enter and occupy. You must observe them diligently, for 
this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these 
statutes, will say, "Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!" For what other great 
nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to him? And what other 
great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you 
today?  

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have 
seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your 
children and your children's children. 

   
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Song of Mary Magnificat 
Luke 1:46-55 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as It was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The New Testament Reading  

Matthew 5:17–19 

Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come 
not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 16 
The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis 
Luke 2:29-32 
 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Creed 
The Apostle's Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
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   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those  
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Then follows one of these sets of Suffrages 
 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment 
seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of the ever blessed Virgin 
Mary, St. Matthew our patron and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
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Collect of the Day: The Third Sunday in Lent 
 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves; keep us both 
outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls that we might be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body and all evil which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever, Amen.  
 
A Collect for the Presence of Christ 
 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and 
worship. Grant this for the sake of your love, Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, all 
nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and 
serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 


